THE    HOPE    OF    INDIA
*Iot with Him. And we, His servants, must show them no
compromise.
One more contrast. At one of our country branches,
. when walking from the small house where I usually stay,
to the hospital, one has to go along a little lane, some six
feet wide, with mud walls on either side. Recently, my
wife and I were walking along this little road. Some of the
villagers, untouchables according to the dictates of the
official religion, were going home from the fields after their
day's work, along the same road. Not seeing clearly who
we were, for it was late in the evening, they vaguely per-
ceived that someone else was coming towards them. At
once they leapt over the wall, and ran off into the fields.
They thought we might be some high-caste people, and to
'get near them or pass them on the road would have been
a terrible thing, bringing curses on to their heads from
the highly born, who would have been defiled by their
proximity. Poor, frightened souls; to the fear of the
local devils and evil spirits, a real enough thing to some of
them, was added a fear of their fellow-men. You could see
it all in the hunted, timid expression in their eyes. That's
1 what it means to be an untouchable.
Now for the contrast—the life of a doctor I know,
Though his family comes from this same class of people,
yet he has had a Christian upbringing and a good education,
and is a doctor of skill and charm, who inspires confidence
in his patients. Wherever he goes he is popular. He has
among his friends many high-caste people. He is wel-
comed into the house of anyone in his village, high or low,
and his touch as a Christian doctor carries with it no defile-
ment. When he was transferred from the hospital where
he had worked for a year or two, to another place which
wanted bucking up, those responsible for the transfer had
a shower of petitions and two or three mass-meetings to
deal with. The whole town, where he had been, wanted him
back again. The leading citizens of the place, some of them
men of the highest social position, were unanimous in ask-
263

